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Bloomington-Normal was recently ranked the second best city in America for singles based on
income, living costs, unmarried households, and entertainment costs.

The Twin Cities finished ahead of Santa Cruz, Calif., and behind Ann Arbor, Mich., for first
place, according to Kiplinger.com’s list of the 10 Best Cities for Singles in America.

“Bloomington-Normal is an alluring metropolitan in Illinois. Our community appreciates a
remarkable quality of life, easy accessibility, low unemployment, and strong educational
institutions,” Crystal Howard, director of the Bloomington-Normal Area Convention and Visitors
Bureau, said.

“Complement that with a community that works well together, and we have reasons for young
people to live here,” she added.

Compared to living in larger cities, like Chicago and St. Louis, Bloomington-Normal provides
young adults with a cheaper cost of living while still allowing access to larger markets.

“It is less expensive to live here than it is in bigger cities, which can be important for younger
people who are just starting their careers,” Jim Almeda, Health Promotion and Wellness
coordinator, explained.

“Yet, we are in close proximity to big cities like Chicago and St. Louis, so people can travel fairly
easily to those places,” he added.
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State Farm currently employs over 14,000 Bloomington-Normal residents. Additionally, Country
Financial, Mitsubishi Motors, Advocate Bromenn Medical Center, and ISU continue to offer over
8,000 jobs in the local community.

The steady employment and benefits in these job markets have lured some young adults to the
area after experiencing an unsure job market following college graduation.

Aside from employment, Bloomington-Normal has various forms of entertainment for young
singles, including new restaurants and shops, an extensive nightlife scene, and concerts.

“Having an active nightlife creates an atmosphere for meeting people, and I would think this
would be very attractive for singles,” Howard explained.

“We also have the benefit of having premier entertainment at the U.S. Cellular Coliseum, the
Bloomington Center for the Performing Arts, and Braden Auditorium,” she added.

Young adults looking to settle down may also find Bloomington-Normal as an attractive place to
start a family, according to Almeda.

“There are a lot of good schools in Bloomington and Normal, and several parks and recreational
things to do for families. Being central in location makes it appealing for those who like to
travel,” he said.
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As Bloomington-Normal continues to grow, Howard also hopes the new recognition will continue
to draw more people to the area, especially young singles.

“Any time we can get our name out there in a positive way we become more attractive to
potential visitors, and I hope this would be the same for singles,” Howard explained.

“We are very pleased to have such a positive ranking and we look forward to it growing our
community,” she added.
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